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ADVERTISEME Nx. 
: WH EN the following Sermon was put. 
5 into my hand in manuſcript, as Arch- 


bihop LE1GuToN's, I began to read it with 
a mixture of pleaſure and jealouſy.—As I 


4 proceeded, that feeling of heart, which is 


WE cited by the fear of impoſition, ſubſided ; 
and 1 am now ſatisfied, that it is the compo=- 
SE ſition of that venerable Prelate whoſe name 
. N | 

In thus publicly declaring my thoughts 


concerning it, I have no motive but the 


2 induced to read it on my recommendation, 
B I am perſuaded they will not repent. And 
l hope none will reject what is Lx16uToN's 
blecauſe recommended by 
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I | hope of its being uſeful. If any ſhould be 
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Now then wwe are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 
ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. 


« TT is appointed unto all men once to die, 

and after that to come to judgment,” ſaith 
the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, TWO 
ad neceſſities to ſinful man. This laſt, nature's 
light diſcovers not; but the other, though it be 
ſeldom deep in. our thoughts, is almoſt always 
before our eyes: and though few ſeriouſly re- 
member it, yet none can be ignorant of it. 
Againſt this known and univerſal evil, the chief 
of the heathen moraliſts, the Stoicks, have much 


endeavoured to arm themſelves; and others 


have bent the ſtrength of their wits to maſter 
the fear of death, and have made themſeives 
ind ſome of their hearers conquerors in imagi- 


ation: but when the king of terrors really ap- 
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w E peared, he daſhed their ſtout reſolutions, and 
turned all their big words and looks into appal- 


ment. And the truth is, there are no reaſonings 
in the world able to argue a man into a no. 
B nels 
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WS: 
neſs to part with a preſent being, without ſome Wi 
hopes at leaſt of one more hap PPY 3 nor will any 5 

5 A 


contentedly diſlodge, though they dwell never 
ſo meanly, except upon terms of changing for A 
the better. The Chriſtian then (not nominal, 
but really ſo) is the only man that can look death 
immediately in the face; for he knows affuredly WR 
that he ſhall remove to 0 a houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
This diſcourſe beginning this chapter, occa- 
floned by the end of the former, continues to 
the 12th verſe, where the Apoſtle ſabjoins an 
apology for his high and confident manner of 
ſpeaking ; which apology ſerves likewiſe for a 
very pertinent re-entry to the main diſcourſe f 
the former chapter, concerning the worth and WE 
work of the miniſtry. But becauſe of the 
Apoſtle's frequent, yet ſeaſonable digreſſions, 1 
proleptic and exegetic, divers may model Ts bY 
. after divers manners. 
To take then the diſcourfe as it lies ewe to- 
gether, abſtract from precedent and conſequent, 
think (with ſubmiſſion) it may be divided into 
theſe 858 heads: firſt, The Apoſtle's reſolution 
for death; ſecondly, His courſe and manner of 
hfe ; each ſupported with their proper grounds, 
or reaſons : : the former to ver. 9, the other to 
the end of the chapter. 
The reſolution is ſo ſtrong, chat * eee 
it by the words of earneſt deſiring and groan- 
ing; and this reſolution for death, ſprings from 
das aſſurance of life after death: We know 
de that if our earthly honfe ef this tabernacle 
„ were diflolved, we have a building of God, 
« not made with hands, eternal in theheavetis® * 
He ſpeaks in his o.] and his colleagues names þ 
. 1 To 


tak 


and the whole matter of both is ſet forth by an 
elegant. continued metaphor. Both the deſire, 
and aſſurance cauſing it, is illuſtrated. by wall 
chief cauſe, -ver. g. & Now he that hath wrought 
« us for the ſelt-ſame thing is God, who: alſo 
„ hath given unto us the earneſt. of the Spirit. 4 
Both in his, gracious. purpoſe for this, hath he 
made us, and in a pledge of performance he 
hath given us earneſt; even his Spirit. Then by 
their ſubordinate cauſe, Faiths, rr. JT» © For we 
„walk by faith, not by ſight.“ His couiſe and 


purpoſe; for he bath dignifieth what he goth, 


and HOW he intends to continue. te do. av ig} + 
His;courlſe. and purpoſe of lite is- in: ganeral 
to walk-  acceptably. in this, abſence; ram the 
Lord, ver, 9. Wherefere we laboups that whe- 
{6 chew: pretent or abſent2,yve. may; be ac ted 
« of him.“ And in particular, walking di ligent- 
ly end faithfully in the miniſtry, ver, Bi- 1g. 
„ Kuowing therefore the terror of the org, 
« we. perſuade. men; but we are made manifeſt 
* unto God, and I truſt alſo are made manifeſt 
in your conſciences, &c. One reaſon; of this 
courſe and purpoſe is implied in that illative 
(410) which knits; this, part with the former. 
And indeed a good frame of life hath 2;moſt 
neceſſary connection With altrong reſolution for 


(death, and aſfurance of life eternal; and they 


mutually cauſe one anotber. That :4 pious life 
hy — * fleath, — of. Sterne 


o far] 1s it from cauſing - ſloth; — it 18 — — 
ſpur to acceptable — We are confident, 
faith he, ver. 8. wherefore we Labour * be 
cee ver. e | | 
B 2 | This 
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This purpoſe is further backed with 2 double 
reaſon, viz, of two pious affections: the one of 5 


fear, ver. 11. Knowing therefore the terror 
5 of the Lord,” &c. the other of love, ver. 14. 
For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us,“ &c. 
That df fear, ariſing from the conſideration of 
the judgment-ſeat of Chrift ; that of love, from 
the thoughts of his death, ver. 14. For that 
* love of God conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
„ dead; And he died for all, that they which 
“ live, ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
& ſelves, but unto him which died for them, 
« and roſe again.” Theſe are the reaſons that 


ſtir up this eminent Apoſtle to a ſtudy of accept- W 


able walking in all things, eſpecially in his ſpecial 
calling the miniſtry of reconciliation. Approving 
himſelf therein ta his Cod, and as much as may 
be to the conſciences of the people; faying and 
doing all things with intention of his glory and 
their good; free from vain-glory ; not ſpeaking 

for himſelf, nor living to himſelf ; but to him 


that died for him, and roſe again. Not poſlefled) * 


with carnal reſpects touching himſelf or others; 
na, nor entertaining carnal conſiderations of 
Chriſt himſelf, as being aſcended, and therefore 
to be conlidered and converſed with after a new 


manner (ſpiritually) by all thoſe that are new 


creatures in him, and reconciled to God by him, 
through the miniſtry of the word af reconcilia- 
tian; which reconciliation God himſelf hath 
thus effected, . He hath made him to be fin for 
c us, who knew no fin; that we might be made 
© the righteouſneſs of God in him.” Who 
knew no fin practically, knew none; altogether 
free from ſin, not only from commiſſion and 

® _ conſent, 
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conſent, but from the very firſt and leaſt motions 


of fin. And indeed none was thus fir to be 


made ſin, but one who knew none, an immacu- 
late Lamb. Made him to be ſin;“ not by con- 
ſtraint, not beſide his knowledge and conſent. 
The heathens obſerved, that their ſacrifices were 
ſucceſsleſs and unhappy, when the beaſts came 
unwillingly to the altar. We need not fear in 
this point; our bleſſed ſacrifice; that was alſo 


prieſt and altar, offered up himſelf cheerfully} 


„Then ſaid he, Lo, I come to do thy will,” 
Heb. x, 7. And I lay down my life, faith che 
« good Shepherd,” John x. 11. © To be ſin;“ 
not only to take the ſimilitude of ſinful fleſh, 
becoming man for man's ſake, and to be“ num- 
* bered with tranfgrefors;” as the prophet ſpeaks; 
and to bear the fin of many, Iſaiah Iii. 12. 
ve imputed guilt and” inflicted puniſhment 
of {in ; and theſe fins of many made him impu- 
tatively an exceedingly great ſinner, and theres 
fore ſaid to have been made ſin,” by reaſon of 
this imputation; whereupon followed his ſoffer- 
ing as à ſacrifice, And I conceive, that the 
reaſon why the word that in the firſt language 
lignifies fin, is ſometimes taken for the ſacrifice; 
is becauſe the confeſſed ſins: were, as it were, 
transferred and laid npon the heads of the legal 
ſacrifices: and ſo ſaith the prophet, * The Lord 
e bath laid on him the iniquity of us all,” Iſaiah 
Iii, 6. He was then made fin, primarily by 
imputation of, and conſequently by ſuffering for, 
our ſins, as our expiatory ſacrifice, © He made 


him fin for us, in our ſtead, and for our good; 


to wit, our redemption, as follows, © that we 
might be made,“ or become, yivupecvo:, but be 
it made, yivupda, it is no otherwiſe than Chriſt 
| 5 | | I RE DS Was 


4 I 
was made {in imputatively: and if this inference Wl 
need help, each word that follows: will confirm Wl 
it. Righteouſneſs, not righteous; to ſhew the 
perfection of it, not to urge its unity. Righte- W 
ouſpels, not righteouſneſſes; as intimating that 
it is but one righteouſneſs, whereby we are all 
juſtiſi ed of God; not our own; in him, not in 
ourſelves. All which makes it clear, as it were 
written, with the ſun- beams, that by the moſt 
gracious exchange; as he took our fins, he hath 
given us his righteouſneſs. . *Tis true, this is 

always accompanied with holineſs mherent, but 
imperfect. By that imputed righteouſneſs, the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt is clear as the fun, all luminous: 
hut in regard of. infuſed. righteouſneſs, ſhe is 
only fair as the moon; but the one half light, 
and that appearing unequally too, waxing and 
N and having ſpots at its fulneſs here 
below. Sbe is holy in this regard, but righte- 
ouſntis ? iN the Other 15 ghteouſneis of God 5 this 
by appointing, his by gift and application; and 
his by acceptance: ab God in him; that is, its 
being in him who is called the Lord our righ- 
& teoufneſs; in him, in hom the Father acqui - 
eſceck, and is, well pleaſed: . Bleſſed are they 
that truſt in him. !! 1 Of 4 ps, 
But to the former, ver. 20. © Now then we 
« ane ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did 
«© heſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 
&« ſtead, be ye reconciled unto God.“ Here we 
have all the parties requiſite in the treaty of 
reconciliation ;., God, though offended, ſeeking 
peace with men, his creatures, and by ſin be- 
come rebels; (< as though God beſeeched you. 
Chriſt the only procurer, and likewiſe the chief 
ambaſſador of this peace. And then laſtly have 


- we 


E 


0 we 0 . "oy. 
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no ſucceſſors, for that is repugnant; ſo in theſe 


lf J 


we the ſub-delegated meſſengers of this peace, 
6 „We, as ambaſſadors for Chriſt.“ We the apoſ- 
tles and all the miniſters of the goſpel: for as 
in their ſingularies and extraordinaries they had 


things wherein they have celle all true 
minitters of the word are ſuch. The Apoſtle 
kimſelf calls this embaſſy ee the miniſtry of recon- 
« ciliation, ver. 18. And all things are of 
« God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by 
« Jeſus Chriſt, and given to us the word of re- 
« conciliation.” Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, that 
is, in his ſtead. In this verſe we have the office 
of the miniſtry under the name of ambaſſadors; 
and their meſſage, the delivery whereof is the 
execution of their office, entreaty of men to be 
reconciled to God. Both the office and meſſage 
breced with due authority or warrant: the 
office's warrant is, we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
or in his ſtead, that is, ſubordinate to him by 
his own ordination; the warrant of the metlage 

is God's own will that ſent them, for it is his 
mind to beſeech you by us. But to reſume the 
firſt diviſion, whereof each of its two parts will 
afford its proper propoſition; and upon theſe 
two propokitions T ſhall infiſt in what remains 
to be ſaid. 

The firſt debe is this, Rom the office; 
miniſters of the goſpel are true ambaſſadors under 
Chriſt from God to man. As ſoon as man had 
diveſted himſelf of God's image, his ſhameful 
nakedneſs made him run into the thickets ; nor 
could he ever fince then look his Maker directly 
in the face, nor endure to hear his immediate 
voice: thereforewhen God himfelf would come 
and dwell among men, he veiled his deity with 

human 


a3 
human fleſh; there he ſtood behind the wall, 


and ſhewed himſelf through the trelliſes. Let 
us not hear again the voice, nor let us ſee MW 


« this great fire any more, that we die not,” 


 faid the people at Horeb ; and the Lord, that 


knew theif mould, ſaid, they had ſaid well: 
« I will raiſe them up a prophet (faith he) from 


© among their brethren like unto thee ;?* and he 


did ſo. As he came for man's good, ſo for the 


fame end went he away again: * It is expedient 


« for you (ſaith he) that I go away,” John xvi. 7. 
And fince that time he hath continued to ſend 
unto men, men yet hiker themſelves than he was; 
man ſubject to like infirmities, ſin not excepted. 


« Even as my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you,” 


(faith he) John xx. 21. Bur the loſs in this 


change were intolerable, did he not allay it Þ 


ſomewhat by ſending his Spirit upon thoſe men 
whom he ſends to men: If I depart, I will 


ec ſend him unto you,” (faith he) John xvi. 7. 
He is gone indeed, as was neceſſary ; but being 
aſcended, he cauſed gifts to deſcend upon men: 
% Some he gave to be apoſtles, ſome prophets, 
e and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and 


teachers; all for the work of the miniſtry, and 
«© that for the perfecting the ſaints, and edifying 
e his body.” Eph: iv. 11, 12 
Thus then God treats with man in a human 
way, draws not his own to him by immediate 
revelations, nor rejects he the reſt by expreſs 
words fi om heaven; but while he ſends his am- 
baſſadors indifferently to both, works differently 
in them. And the admirable variety of effects 
of the fame meſſage, after the ſame manner, and 


at the ſame time delivered, do not a little ſet WW 


forth and commend that fame woauroixuncgs copia 
| e ru 


<= WO S 


. 


— 


rn we Aunt 77 — — — 


L 5 Þ 


ll, 72 1 « the manifold wiſdom of God.” That 
et WH his word ſhould melt the hearts of ſome, and 


more violently break the hearts of others ; 
harden and blind ſome, mollify and enlighten 
others; convince thoſe whom yet it converts 
not, and by its majeſty (though in the mouths 


m of ſimple men) it ſhould bridle and reſtrain 
ae many of all ranks whom it renews not; mould- 
ae ing and framing them to an external 40 
i and ſquare carriage, whereby the world, an 
7- che church of God in it eſpecially, i 18 much ad- 
d vantaged. 

3; BY And the luſtre of all theſe effects is exceed- 
a. BJ ingly ſet off by the quality of the meſſengers, 
„being but to the world's eye contemptible men. 
“But "had it not been more congruous to the 
11 cgrandeur of this great King, to have ſent an els, 
NN bis miniſtering ſpirits, to be the miniſters of the 
ll ES word ? Had he not better have uſed thoſe pre- 
7+ KY cious veſſels for his chief treaſure, than to have 
3 KY concredited it to veſſels of earth, not to. ſay 
1: FJ diſcredit it by ſo doing? No, his thoughts are 
4 not as ours; yea, they are fartheſt above ours 
i . 


when they ſeem to be fartheſt below them. And 
it we look again, we ſhall find it more glorious 
8 do have conquered ſo many kingdoms, and 

brought them to our King, the Lord Jeſus, by 


in the preaching of a few fiſhermen, and ſuch like, 
te than if he had done it by thoſe active ſpirits. 
4 The meanneſs of the means, raiſes exceedingly 


the glory of the Sovereign's cauſe. Thus we ſee 
„ bow the ſending of men in this embaſſy was 
+ EY 7<quilite for the ally of man, and how well 
© KF if fuits with the glory of God. 
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Hence may be deduced ſome neceſſary things WM n. 


for all in general, ſomething in particular for 
theſe ambaſſadors, and ſomething for thoſe to 
whom. they. are ſent. n= EG: 3 

1. Firſt, it may perſuade all to entertain more 
reſpectful thoughts of this function than moſt W 
men do. Some ſpeak out their diſreſpect; others, 
though not expreſſing it in words, have it lurk- M 
ing in their breaſts, and appearing in their prac- 
tices. To inſtance in one error or two that 
many labour of, ſpringing evidently from a low . 
eſteem of this calling; be there not divers pre- 
tenders 40 d that being (and poſſibly finding 
themſelves) inſufficient for all other employ- 


ments, have their recourſe to this, making no f 
doubt of their ſufficiency for it? Yea, ſuch there f 
are too many; their worldly friends being guilty e 
either of begetting in them, or of fomenting Wi 
this preſumption. On the other ſide, be there BF 
not others that, having ſome advantage of out- WI | 
ward rank, or inward endowments, would think . 
themſclves, and be thought by thoſe that have 


intereſt in them, to be exceedingly diſparaged W f 
if this calling were mentioned to them; and We 

would count it a great abaſing, yea, a loſing of 
tio embrace-it?  _ ... ,: -....; Wl: 
_ Againſt theſe two, groſs miſtakes, may very | 
appoſitely be oppoſed this; we are ambaſſadors W 
for Chriſt: from which expreſſion it is moſt W 
evident, that the miniſtry both requires the beſt 
and ableſt, and deſerves them; that the refuſe 
and abjects of men cannot be worthy of it, nor 


it unworthy of the choiceſt. It requires able 


: men, 
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men, becg ui chey are to be ambaſſadors; ind 
this will follow of itſelf. Again, confider whoſe 
ambaſſadors, and in what buſineſs? Thb am- 
baſſadors of the King of kings, in the wei ghty 
matter of treating peace betwixt him and man- 
kind. Shall it be ſaid of his ambaſſadors, as 
Cato ſaid to thoſe who were ſerit by the Rontrans 
to Bythinia, counting” three' wants that were 
amongſt them, viz. that they had Honey” feet, 
nor head; nor heart?! _— 

Tis true God may (and' Wtdetiines, eſpecially 
in extraordinary times) make uſe of unlettered 
and low qualified mer ; but then he infays their 
defects by fingular fupply: therefore that is no 
rule for us in ordinary vocation.” It 18 4 p 1ece of - 
God's prerogative to uſe unlikely means without 
diſadvantage : any thing is a4 fit inſtrüment“ in 
bis hands; but we are to chuſe the fitteſt, and 
beſt means, both in our own affairs, and'i 7 His 
ſervice; and if in any, this eminent fer vide of 
embaſſy requires a ſpecial choice. If bodily in- 
tegrity was requiſite in the ſervers at the Altar 
under the law, ſhall we think that the mentally 
blind and lame are good enough for the 'minit- 
tration under the golpel, which exceeds in worth 
and glory? Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
faith the great doctor of the Gentiles. Our 
practice ſeems to anſwer, Any body. And it 1s 
obſervable, that careleſſneſs in "this kind is ufually 

the companion of falſe worſhip, and too much 

care of decking, trimming, and making ay the 
externals of it. It is faid of. Jeroboam, that he 
made high places, but pri "of the loweft 'of 
the people. As he ſaid 'of golden cups and 
wooden prieſts, we may ſay of that church ich 
values them ſo much, T hey are well looked: to, 
C 2 „ 
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neatly adorned, but their prieſts highly ignorant, 
This function requires able men, being a weighty 
charge; and is worthy. of them, being highly 


honourable; and doubtleſs there is egregious: 


Profaneneſs in the contrary thoughts. The hea- 
then can Rile thoſe ſtones more happy than com- 
mon ones, that are choſen for the building of 
temples; and among. thoſe, the altar: ſtones are 


happieſt. And ſhall not we account troly happy 


thoſe living ſtones, that are hewn out for God's 


building, and chiefly (ſo to ſpeak): the altar- 


ſtones, the meſſengers of peace? What can be 
more honourable than to ſerve the higheſt Lord 
in the chiefeſt functions of his houſe? How 
ought we to account of an ambaſſador's place, 
when king David eſteemed ſo highly of a door- 
keeper's office in this King's courtſ̃ʒ˖«-CHM + 

2. We are ambaſſadors. This may correct 
another error in the world, though accounted 
by thoſe that entertain it, a choice piece of policy 
for God. It is this: the miniſtry being ſo mean 
a thing in the world's eye, and ſo obnoxious to 
contempt, it is expedient it be raiſed and brought 
into credit by annexed exceſſive dignities, high 
tifles of honour, and ſuitable revenues. Tis 
true, that penury and want of competencies 
in temporals, in thoſe that bring an eternal trea- 
ſure, argues baſe ingratitude, and is moft un- 
worthy of well conſtituted churches ; but where 
the remedy exceeds too far, it becomes worſo 
than the diſeaſe, being compounded of carnal 


* 


pnudence and ambition, both of which are en- 


mity to God. And this I take to have been 


one of Germany's provoking ſins, and Rome's 


predominant fin. For theſe incongruous honours, 


to ſpeak it in a word, raiſing ſome from con 
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tempt, teach them to contemn and inſult over 
their brethren; to ſay nothing of their affronting 


of higher quality, yea, of princes and kings 
themſelves, while they pretend to be the only 


ſupporters of their crowns. And if this their 


inſolencey in advancement. devolve them back 


again into contempt, and their honour become 


their name, they may thank themſelves forvit. 
Their Maſter taught them another method of 


attaining due eſteem: he hath given hondur 


enough to thoſe whom he, hath made his am- 


baſſadors; and if men contemn this, he takes 


the indignity as done to himſelf, and he is able 
enough to vindicate his own honour. Let men 


eſteem of us as the miniſters of Chriſt; here is 


all the eſteem that St. Paul requires, and they 
are unworthy of this, that are not content with 
it. Their beſt way is, whom God employs, to 
ſtudy his glory, and he will not fail to honour 
thoſe that honour him. And this leads me fitly 
in from the conviction of theſe common errors, 


to a word of particular exhortation to theſe am- 


baſſadors, from the nature of their calling ſo ex- 


preſſed. And it binds upon them chiefly theſe 


four duties: 1. piety, 2. prudence, 3. fidelity, 


4. magnanimity. Firſt, piety in two ſteps or de- 


grees : firſt, to look they be friends with God; 
ſecondly, to labour to be inward with him. 
Firſt, to look they be friends with God; for it 
no way ſuits that they be ambaſſadors for recon- 
ciation, that are not themſelves reconciled : tis 
certain ſuch will move both coldly and ſucceſs- 
lefsly in the work. What he can do extraordi- 
narily, that doth always what he wills in heaven 


and earth, we queſtion not. He can convey 
g grace by them to whom he gives none; he can 
; ; cauſe 
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eauſe them to carry this treaſure, and have no 


hare in it; carry the letter, and not know what 


is in it; and make them, fo ta ſpeak, Eq uivocal 
cauſes of converſion; 


But ufually he converts thoſe whom be makes 
the happy ſtrengtheners of their brethren. We 


A 


think, that they who favingly know net Chriſt, 


thould not be fit to make otler men acquainted 
with him. He that can tell men What God hath 
done for his ſoul, is the likelieſt to bring their 
ſouls to God: hardly can he ſpeak tothe heart, 
that fpeaks not from it. Si vi mne Here, xc. 
Before the cock crows to others, he claps his 
wings, and rouzes up himſelf. How can a frozen- 
hearted; preacher warm his hearers hearts, and 
enkindle. them with the love of God ? But he 
whom the love of Chriſt conſtrains; his lively 


recommendations of Chriſt, and ſpeeches of love, 


ſhall ſweetly conſtrain others to love him. Above 
all loves, it is moſt true of this, that none can 
ſpeak ſenſibly of it but thoſe that have felt it. 
Our moſt exquiſite pulpit-orators, - yea, ſpeak 
they with the tongues of men and of angels, 
without the experience of this love, are no fit 
ambaſſadors for Chriſt, for his embaſſy is a love- 
treaty... Such men are but ſounding braſs, and 
tinkling oymbals; the ſublimeſt and beſt con- 
trived of their diſcourſes, glow- worm like, or as 
thoſe fooliſh fires, may have ſome light with 
them, heat they have none. When a man ſpeaks 
of reconciliation and happineſs, as if he had ſome 
intereſt therein himſelf; when his words are ani- 
mated with affection; as he is likely to beget 


ſome affection where there is none, fo a pious. 


hearer that is already gained to Chriſt, finds the 
embaſſy drawing jen cttecually nearer heaven; 
- blowing 
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blowing chat divine fire that is within him, and 
cauſing. it to mount upwards. As in water, 


face anſwereth to face; ſo doth the heart of 


%% man to ee faith the wiſe man, Proverbs 
XXVII. 19. | 

There is a certain os ſympathy and ſweet 
correſpondence betwixt ſouls that lodge the 
ſame ſpirit; thoſe that are united to the ſame 
head, Chriſt by reconciliation, find their hearts 


agreed, and they reliſh the diſcourſes one of 


another. Thus important is it every way, both 
for begetting and ſtrengthening of grace, that 
the ambaſſador thereof be a reconciled perſon. 
As he mult look to be friends with God, fo he 
muſt labour alſo ro be inward with God; for 
though the embaſly be the ſame in great part, in 
the mouths of all God's ambaſſadors, yet there 
is a world of myſterious particulars contained 
in it, and they meet with many intricate pieces 
in their particular treaties with men's conſciences; 
and in theſe know they the will of the King their 


Maſter, more or leſs clearly, according as they 


are more or leſs intimate with him. How knew 
divine Moſes ſo much of the Lord's will, but by 


much converſe with him? Theſe ambaſſadors, 
to the end that they may do ſo, mult labour for 


integrity. His ſecret is with the righteous: for 
humility; he is familiar indeed with the lowly ; 
he takes up houſe with them: With ſuch a one 


will I dwell, faith the Lord.” God's choice ac- 
quaintance are humble men. For the ſpirit of 


meekneſs; he we named was eminent in this, 


and ſo in familiarity with his God. Chriſt ſingu- 
larly loves the meek and lowly, they are ſo like 


himſelf. One thing they muſf mainly take heed 
of, if they aſpire to a holy familiarity with God, 


7 N earthly. 
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_ earthly-mindedneſs. If no ſervant of the god 
of mammon can ſerve this God in point of com- 
mon ſervice, how much leſs can he be fit for 
_ fuch an eminent employment as an embaſſy, and 
enjoy intimacy Ho, way for that employment? 
Theſe .meſlengers ſhould come near the life of 
angels, always beholding the face of the Father 
of lights; but if their affections be engaged to 
the world, their. faces will ſtill be that way. 
Fly high they may, ſometimes in ſome ſpecula- 
tions of their own ; but like the eagle, for all 
their ſoaring, their eye will ſtill be upon ſome 
rey, ſome carrion here below. Upright, meek, 
humble and heavenly minds, then, muſt the am- 
baſſadors of this great King have, and fo obtain 
his intimacy ; mounting upon thoſe wings of 
prayer and meditation, and having the eye of 
faith upwards. Thus ſhall they learn more of 
his choiceſt myſteries in one hour, than by many 
days poring upon caſuiſts, and ſchool-men, and 
ſuch like. This ought to be done, I confeſs; 
but above all, the other muſt not be omitted. 
Fheir chief ſtudy ſhould be that of their com- 
miſſion, the holy Scriptures. The way to ſpeak 
ſkilfully from God, is often to hear him ſpeak. 
< The Lord hath given me the tongue of the 
learned,“ faith the evangelic prophet, (chiefly 
intending Chriſt) to ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon 
to the weary.” (Aye, that is the learned'ſt 
tongue when all is done.) But how ?—<« He 
&© wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth Bf 
& mine car to hear as the learned,“ Ifaiah l. 4. 
Thus we ſee how theſe ambaſſadors have need 
to be friends, and intimate friends with their 
Lord. For if they be much with God in the 
mount, their returns to men will be with 3 
neſs 


in an ambaſſador. And 


( 


neſs in their brightrieſs in their faces, aiid the 
law both in their hands and in their lives, and 


their doctrine ſhall be heavetily. 
2. The fecond requiſite of theſe ambaſſadors 

is prudence, of dexterity to manage their Maſter's 

buſineſs. Wiſe princes and ſtates, in chufin 


their ambaſſadors, above all other kinds of learn- 


ing have reſpect to practical abilities 3 and. they 

that can beſt read the {ſeveral geniuſes and dif- 
poſitions of ſeveral nations. and particular. men, 
and accordingly: know how to treat with every 
one according to their temper, to {peak to them 
in their own language, ate judged the fitteſt men 
for thit e ç = ·‚· · RR 
Great is the diverſity of humours among men: 
ſome are timorous, ſome raſh, ſome avaricious, 

ſome ambitious, ſome flow and leaden, others 
precipitant and mercurial, and many other va- 
rieties. Now to know how to deal with each 
of theſe in their own kind, for the advancement 


* 


of his maſter's buſineſs, is a ſpecial diſcretion 


3 
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theſe ambaſſadors we 
ſpeak of, have as much need of it as any: they 
have men of all, both outward' and inward dit- 
ferences, to deal with; and the ſame men fo 
different from themſelves at divers times, that 
they are hardly the fame: ſome ignorant, others 
learned; ſome weak, others ſtrong; ſome ſecure 
with falſe preſumptions, others tormented with 
falſe fears: and much prudent conſideration of 
theſe differences, and accommodating themſelves 
thereunto in the matter and. manner of their 


diſcourſes, is very expedient in their treaties ; 


ſome with compaſſion plucking them out of the 
fire, making a difference. What other is St. 
Paul's becoming all things to all men, that he 

D might 
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might win ſome? And this policy is far different 


from temporizing, and compliance with evil, 
Which in no caſe can be tolerated in theſe am- 
baſſadors, for that is diſadvantage to their buſi- 
neſs: it may be the way of their own promo- 
tion, but it is not the way to advance their 
Maſter's kingdom, which end ſhould be the 
ſquare of all their contrivances; and with it 
nothing will ſuit but what is upright. A kind 
of guile they may uſe, but it muſt carry their 
King's impreſs; it muſt be a holy guile, and ſuch 
the miniſters of the goſpel not only may, but 
ought to ſtudy. Fiſhers of men they are, and 
why may they not uſe certain baits, and diverſity 
of them? But as their catching is not deſtructive, 
but ſaving, ſo muſt all their baits be. They muſt 
quarter dove-like ſimplicity and ſerpentine wil- 
dom together; as he commanded them that ſent 
them on this embaſſy. _ 
23. Their third duty is fidelity; and that both 
in the matter of their embaſſy, and in the man- 
ner of delivering it. In the matter, they muſl 
look to their commiſſion, and declare the whole 
counſel of God, not adding nor abating any 
thing. We know how heinoully kings take the 
preſumption of their ambaſſadors in this kind, 


though reaſon be pretended, and perhaps juſtly; 


yet even then they account obedience better 
than ſacrifice ; yea, ſome of them have been ſo 


preciſe and tender of their prerogative, that 


they have preferred a damageable affront to 
their commands, before a profitable breach of 
them. And above all kings, this King that 1s 
above them all, hath good reaſon to be, punctual 

in this: for princes inſtructions may be imper- 
fect, and, as things may fall out, Prougical to 
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their purpoſe; but his are moſt complete, and 
always fo ſuitable to his end, that they cannot 
be bettered. The matter, then, of the embaſſy 


is unalterable, in that theſe ambaſſadors mult 


be faithful. Faithful alſo in the manner of de- 


livering it, with ſingleneſs and diligence; with 
ſingleneſs, free from 'by-reſpe&s, not ſeeking 


their own honour or advantage, but their Maſ- 
ter's ; abaſing themſelves where need is, that he 


may be magnified ; never hazarding the leaſt 
part of his rights for the greateſt benefit that 
could accrue to themſelves. The treachery of 
an ambaſſador is of all moſt intolerable, to de- 
ceive under truſt. If any that bear the name 


of God's legates think to deceive him, they de- 


ceive themſelves ; he cannot be mocked; they 
muſt all appear before his judgment-ſeat, and 
be unveiled before men and angels. Knowing 
therefore the terrors of the Lord, let them go 
about his work with candour and ſingleneſs of 
heart, and with diligence. <* He that is lig nt 
alt 


in his work ſhall ſtand before princes,” 


the wiſe prince; 'Prov, 1 . 
The great Prince of peace ſhall admit thoſe to 


ſtand eminently before him, that are diligent in 
his embaſſy of peace. Such are they who make 


it their meat and drink, as Chriſt himſelf did; 


that accept all "occaſions: to treat with men for 


God. That oracle-like preaching of one ſermon, 


or two in a year, is far from this ſedulity and 


inſtancy in treating, that is requiſite in God's. 
anbaſladors. The prince of darkneſs hath more 
induſtrious agents than ſo; they compaſs ſea 
and land to make a proſelyte; they hold to it, 


and are content to loſe many a labour, that 


lome one may proſper.” And this may meet with 
D 2 the 
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the diſcontent that ſome miniſters take at their 


» : 


grear pains and little ſucceſs. We ſee. Satan's 
miniſters can comport with this. Since it is no 
juſt exception againſt God's work, ſtill be in 
thy buſineſs, and refer the iſſue to thy Maſter ; 
Wait on God, and do good, faith, the royal 
pſalmiſt, Palm xxxyii. 3. Sow. thy ſeed in 
the morning, and in the evening withhold 
* not thy hand; for thou knoweſt, not which 
ce will proſper,” ſaith the wiſe fon, Kccleſ. xi. 
6. As the moraliſt ſpeaks of benefits; a man 
muſt loſe many words among the people, that 
ſome one may not be loſt: © I am all things to 
all,“ fith our Apoſtle, “ that I. may gain 
** ſome,” 1 Cor. ix. 20, And though in con; 
tinuing diligent, thy diligence ſhould continue 
fruitleſs to others, to thee it ſhall not beſo: thy 
God is a diſcreet Lord: as he hath. not put events 
into thy hand, he will not exact them at thy 
han Is; thou art to be accountable for planting 
and watering, but not for the increaſe, . Be not 
wanting. in thy taſk, and thou ſhalt, not want 
thy recompence. Shouldeſt thou be forced to 
ſay with the prophet, © I have laboured in vain, 
ee and ſpent my ſtrength for nought,“ in regard 
of ſucceſs, Iſaiah, xlix, 4. yet if thou haſt la- 
boured,—ſo laboured as to ſpend thy. ſtrength 
in that ſervice, thou mayeſt add with him, yet 
„ſurely my judgment is with the Lord, and 
* my Yor with, my G08” - 75 | 

4. The laſt duty, recommendable to, thefe am- 
baſſadors, is magnanimity, which is no leſs need- 
ful than the precedent. Many a difficulty and 
diſcouragement is to be encountered in this 
ſervice, and, which is worſe, ſome temptations 
of proſperity and adyancement. If you perk 
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to plead freely for your Maſter, you ſhall be the 


very. mark of the world's enmity. What mif- 
chief is there that Chriſt hath not. foretold his 
diſciples to expect at their hands? For Chriſt 
circumvents no man into his fer vice; he tells 
them What they ſhall meet with: They ſhall 
proſecute ygi through their courts, eccleſiaſtical 
and civil; deliver you up to councik, and ſcourge 
you in ſypagogues, and; accuſe you before go- 
vernors and, Kings; yea, they hall think they 
do God good ſervice when they kill you, his own 
ambaſſadors. Many mountains are to be climbed 
in going this embaſſy, and the rage of many a 
tempeſt to be endured, Hic gnimsg opus eſt, et 
pectore firmo. Courage; then, ambaſſa ors of the 
Mot High; ſee if you can rife above the world, 


and tread upon her tr ownings with one foot, and 
her deceitful ſmilings with che other; light her 


proffers, and contemn likewiſe, her contempts. 
There 1s honour enough, in the employment, to 
cauſe you to anſwer all oppoſitions with diſdain. 
Let it be as impoſſible to turn you aſide from 
your integrity, as the ſun from its courſe; for 
that meſſage which you carry ſhall be glorious 
in the end, it ſhall conquer all oppoſite powers. 
When you ſeem expoſed in your voyage to the 
fury of winds and waves, remember what you 
carry; Cæſarem vehis et fortunam ejus, as he ſaid, 
it cannot ſuffer ſhipwreck. Let no ſufferings 
diſmay you; for a generous. ambaſſador will 
always account it far more honourable to ſuffer 
the worſt things for doin g:the beſt ſervice he can 
to his maſter, than to enjoy the world's beſt re- 
wards for the leaſt point of diſſoyalty. And if 
ever Maſter was worthy the ſuffering for, yours 
15, dads are you when . you. _ 
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his ſake, as himſelf hath told. There are honour- 
able examples to look back to; © So did they to 


the prophets ;” and a precious recompence to 
look forward to; Great is your reward in 
„heaven,“ Matth. v. 12. Our blefied Redeemer 


refuſed no hardſhips for the working this peace, 
which is your embaſſy; he knew what enter-. 
tainment did abide him in the world, what con- 
tempts would be put upon him by mankind, 
which he came to redeem ; he knew of the full 
cup of his Father's wrath, that he was to drink 
for them; yet reſolution, ariſing from love, 


climbed over all theſe mountains, and happily 


conquering all theſe difhculties, attained the de- 


fired end. Worthy ambaſſadors, follow this ge- 


nerous Leader, in promulgating the peace he hath 
purchaſed ; tread in his iteps, that endured the 
croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame; and your journey's 
end ſhall be ſuitable to his, who is ſet down at 
the right hand of the Father. Well did St. Paul 
ſtudy this copy, when he ſaid, I know that 
© bonds abide me every where; but I care for 
none of theſe things, ſo I may finiſh my courſe 
„% with joy.” Acts xx.22,25. The looking over 
that great end, is the great means of ſurmount - 
ing the hardeſt things that intervene. The 
eying of that much, will make an undaunted 

ambaſſador : and that this leſſon of courage is 
very pertinent for them, will appear by Chniſt's 

own urging it upon the firſt legates he ſent out, 
when he dwelt here below: “ Fear not, faith- 
* he, them that can kill the body,” &c. Matth. 
x. 28. where methinks he propounds, as the 
chief incentive of courage to thefe ambaſſadors, 
the joint conſideration of thoſe to whom they are 
ſent, and of him that ſends them: for ſerioully - 


Con- 
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conſidered, it muſt needs be found moſt incon- 
gruous, that ambaſſadors of God ſhould be afraid 
to ſpeak to men. Fear not them; the utmoſt 
they can do reacheth no farther than the taber- 
nacles of clay; nor can they touch that without 
permiſſion, not a hair of their head falls without 
the notice of their Maſter. But ſuppoſe the 
higheſt, let them kill the body; thither goes 
their rage, and no farther: but fear him that can 


this fear hath better cauſe, ſo it is the only ex- 
pelling cauſe of the other fear. Nothing begets 
fuch generous and undaunted ſpirits as the fear 
of God; no other fear, none of thoſe baſe ones 
that torment - worldly men, dare claim room 
where that fear lodgeth. The only cauſe of theſe 


would they remember him, it would ennoble 
their ſpirits to encounter the hardeſt evils of life 
and death itſelf courageouſly in his ſervice. Their 
reward is preſerved for them, and they for it; 
yea, it alone puts them into full poſſeſſion; for 
their Maſter, beyond all kings, hath this privi- 
lege, he can not only reſtore life Joſt in his ſer- 


life, immortality ; and for their ſufferings, light 
and momentary, an eternal weight of glory. 
Let them be impoveriſhed in his ſervice, it is the 
beſt bargain in the world to loſe all for him. Let 
them be ſcourged and ſtigmatized for the igno- 
miny of theſe ſufferings, the ſpirit of glory ſhall 
reſt upon them. If that Perſian prince could fo 
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that ſuffer ſo for him? He is the tendereſt King 


8 = Them, 


kill both body and ſoul; fear not, but fear. As 


legates fears, is the inconſideration of their Maſter; 


vice, but for a life ſubject to death, yea, a dying 


prize his Zopyrus, that was mangled in his ſer- 
vice; how much more will this Lord eſteem thoſe 


over his ſervants in the world; they that touch 


1 
N 
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things is the peſt of Chriſtians : the Apoſtle N 


. 


them, touch the apple of his cya 17 | 
ſengers, then, deſpiſe the worſt the world can de 


againſt them; yea, let them ſay of death as he | 


faid of it to his adverſaries, Anytus and'Melitus, 


Kill me they may, but they cannot hurt mm: 


The leſſons to thoſe to whom they are ſent, ave, © | 
firft, of not indignifying them. Remember Da. 
vic and the king of Ammon. No king reſents * 


this ſo much * God: . He that ee you}. 4 
deſpiſeth me.? 


2. Secondly, licht a not their meſſage; 105 | 
whence it comes. This not- diſcerning of holy 


ſpecifieth it in "be Lord's body; it is ſo in the 
Lord's word; he condeſcends, in uſing earthly | 
creatures, to explain the choiceſt ef heavenly | 
myſteries ; and earthen veſſels, to'conveythele | 
treaſures. And if that which he intended for 
their advantage, the wretched ſons of men make 
it a {tumbling-block ; and if they contemn the 
grace, for the meanneſs of the perſons that are 
made ' eonveyors and inſtruments of 4 what 1 


may they expect? 


3. Thirdly, reſpect even the ande for 
his ſake they repreſent, “counting them worthy 
„% of double honour;” for this is the will o 
your Lord and their Lord, your King and their 
King. And to this King immortal, be all honour, 
and glory, and praiſe, 7 all the churches, WY Id 


without end. Amen, 4 
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